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his scholarship, even while he was very young and with his Ash* 
lavadhanam, look pride in educating him in English and appoin¬ 
ted Mm as t! e Principal of his College where he did put in exce¬ 
llent work. He was an author of books but he was more known 
for his scholarship ard excellent administration of the College. 


1 here are many distinguished men and women living today 
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used as a means of actio* 


Veermlleg&iii had to work hard these days single-handed 

to roc t oat superstition, belief in ghosts and what have you. In 
his satires, dramas and stories he bad brought human limitations 
and graphically described the outmoded customs in which still 
Telugo people believed in. He wanted women to be given equal 
rights With men, to be educated and to be treated fairly ana 
Justly 1 He condemned child marriages which vcm so. highly 
prevalent then and made fan of old men marrying little girls* 
He wanted child widows, asa matter of fact, all widows if they 
desired, to remarry even as roea did. It is this that brought him 


many enemies from the orthodox, particularly the Brahmins. 
Mis sen-e cf justice, equally and humanitarian feeling protested 
against these social e\ ifa and fie strove hard to eliminate them 


from society. 

He established a Widows Home at Rajahmundry and-one 
at Madras. He performed a number of widow marriages at 

Rajahitmadry, Madras and other places in Andhra, This was 
indeed outrageous to the reactionaries. He established schools 


for 


lyers, not that 
ie was a t heist 



ted it to Brahma Samaj, a Prayer Hall at Bangalore, a Town 

ing in daring the later part of his life from the sale of his books. 
His spirit of sacrifice and selflessness was inspiring otters like 
the Rajah of Pitbapuram and others to send him princely dona¬ 
tions from time to time for his various worthy causes. 

Unfortunately many did not understand the meaning of 
his activities, so he had not only a stoat opposition but., 'actual 
enemies who wanted to see the cad of him. He withstood 
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Veeresalingam 
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wherever he went he found people honouring him and giving 
him donations too. 

In 1910 he lost his wife Rajyalakshinamma who passed 
away m her sleep. Ii was a great blow to him. This calamity 
told upon him very severely. He literally lost his interest in 
his work and life as he says. His bereavement had made him 
lonely and miserable. He survived his wife by nine years. He 
had written his two volumes of his autobiography till 1913, 
but somehow he did not feel like continuing it. In the summer 
of 1919 while he was the guest of Kommaraju Venkata Laksh- 
mana Rao, the pioneer of Telugu Encyclopeadia and the foun¬ 
der of the famous Vignana Chandrika Grand ha Maedali at 
Madras, Veeresalingam was encouraged by Lakshinas Rao to 
rake up the third part of his autobiography which he had begun 
and had written about 45 pages. On Mav 27, 1919 all of a sud¬ 
den Veeresalingam fell ill and his pen fell down while writing - 
seems significant for an author like him. He breathed his last 
leaving the country and Andhradesa in particular to mourn his 
loss. 

Thus ended the life of a great literary revolutionary who 
struggled hard and faced opposition, fought orthodoxy and intro¬ 
duced many a soeb 1 reform particularly in respect of the eman¬ 
cipation of women. His abundant. Immortal writings, specially 
those of bis later 'days, were all directed towards pulling out 
Andhra from the grooves of ignorance - and superstition it had 
settled, in order that it might take its place in the march of 






(1861 - 1961 ) 


Few m our time have stirred the imagination of our peo¬ 
ple as much as Visveswarayya, whose achievements have an aura 

of the marvellous that las inspired and instilled a new self- 

Engineer by 

profession and humanist by 
astonishing career punctaat 
including the highest that 1 
him, Bharat Ratna. I 
pinnacle of fame that fe 
time. 
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g another award - the James Berkeley 
topped the list of engineering graduates 


a joined the Public Works Dep; 
ombav in 1884 as an Assistant 




























reduced It wit 

After tweet 














































Fer 9 years fie held this position and became a Coosa 
ting Engineer of ail India level thereafter. 


Again the Government of Hyderabad invited Vis\eswa~ 

rayya in 1922 to advise on the- Drainage Scheme, the constru¬ 
ction of which was nuc progressing satisfac.orliy* He paid 
several visits to the city and helped towards the required constru¬ 
ction. The Govern meet in this connection requested him to 
give a foil report of the tin’s deficiencies and remedial measures 
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Luminaries of Andhra Pradesh 
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India were 


was so frustrated and dejecied 

Government of 
5. How depressed 
‘The sabotage of 
doubt about the 
of ladia to hamper the growth of 
industries in India and the only conclusion that was 

the people was that that the Government 

to carry out the behests 
of the non-Indian industrialists who desired that India should 
ever remain in economic bondage to them, so that they could 
exploit the vast resources of the country as exclusively in tha 
future* as they bad done in the past' 
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Once a§ain with the support and influence of Visveswa- 
WdjfBn Hirachand Walchand pursued the matter but this time 

Government interested in estab- 
nnder the joint aegis of the two 



Aircraft,, despite many obstacles* 
capital for this was met ultimately|% the Government of 

sole manuf&c- 
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his expert advice. The 
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Venkataratnam 
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after hearing the sad demise of Rev. Dr. William Miller at Edin- 
fcorough, he spoke movingly about his master, whom he called 

the Mahamahopadhyaya of Southern India and went on descri¬ 
bing his qualities of head and heart. He said, inter se “His 
natural talents and cultivated abilities were of a magnitude quite 
ample to place him on the fore-front of his contemporaries. 
His keen acumen, his sound sagacity, his clear grasp of princip¬ 
les, his patient mastery of details, his dispassionate review of 
issues, his perspicuity of exposition, his untiring industry, his 
indomitable will to face difficulties, his genuine sympathy for all 
good causes, his genius for initiative, hL undimmed faith in the 
potency of the Right, would in any honourable field of work 
have won for him the richest laurels of distinction Had he 
chosen the career of a statesmin he should undoubtedly have 
become a “pillar of the state”. It were no exaggeration at all 
to say that a Cabinet Ministership would have been his by 
common consent. In sheer vital energy - in the capacity for 
sustained application to diverse duties - his strength was as the 
stiength of ten. He scorned delight and lived laborious days”. 

Now turning to the carrer of Venkataratnam he took bis 
M.A. and L.T. Degrees from Madras University and joined fo r 

his Law which course somehow he did not finish. 

He chose the career of techiog. He taught in Colleges at 

Eilore, Rajahm undry and Masulipatam Later he became the 
Principal of Mehboob College in 1889 and continued till 1904. 

From 1905 to 1919 he was the Principal of Pithapuram Raja’s 
College at Kakinada and earned fame and name not only for effi¬ 
cient administration but as a rare teacher of excellence-a teacher 
who proved that his main concern was the welfare of his students. 
He was the first one to have started helping the Harijans and 
others of depressed classes. His one [ambition was to see that 
all his students became good citizens of the country. So he de¬ 
voted all his time in this direction. No wonder the parents and 
their chldren were not merely grateful to this model of a teacher 
but were deeply devoted to him till the last - a rare phenome¬ 
non indeed these days for such rapport between a teacher and 
students hardly exists. 
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in toe nrst decade of to?s century mere was 
controversy as regards the kind of Telugu language 
be encouraged as medium of writing. There were two 
groups; one said that the spoken language should b 
tingly used. It is the natural spoken language t!' 
followed by all and that alone seems reght in th 
democratic world. Whereas the other group felt that 
dhika/’ the bookish style ought to be used for it 
from the common sooken lansuase which would Li 1 
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paintings in Bharati is another strong evidence of his love of art 
and architectural beauties like Ajanta, Eilora, Humpi and Asia- 
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However after this incident he had endless trouble wi:ii 
Rajaji whose initial interest in the piper, dwindled into animos¬ 
ity. No one know the reason as 10 why Gandhi]! had taken 

«r 

that attitude. A director of Swsrajya daily said dial it was 
Rajaji who had prejudiced Gandhi]i. Further Rajaji suddenly 
asked Frakasam to refund the amount of Rs. 10,000 that lie had 
given to Swarajya earlier from the Congress fund. Frakasam 
refused to pay as that amount was paid as a donation towards 
the Tamil edition of Swarajya that was being published. This 
was again referred to Gandhiji who once again supported Rajaji 
and said the amount had to be returned. This unfortunate 
harassment to Frakasam continued even after he had gone to jail; 
for when he was serving his sentence his creditors got hold of all 
the assets of Frakasam including his press for which Frakasam 
had not only spent his all but put in about 12 lakhs that wa 
collected. In a short while it was going to be independent but this 
had happened. After he returned from the jail lie toed to revive 
it but he could not. After 14 years of good work it w ? as dosed 
down in 1935. It was considered the best of the nationalist 
papers. Even C, R. Das was said to have been inspired by th i s 
And he started a dailv called “Liberty”. 
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la 1957 Andhra Kesari, as he was rightly called, the 
courageous hero of Andhra passed away on May 20, 1957 in his 
eighty-fifth year at Hyderabad. As one of his close contempor¬ 
aries had observed ; 

“A reckless indifference to consideration of personal 
advantage and safety, undaunted courage of conviction and a 
very genuine and sturdy patriotism are the main characteristics 
of Sri Prakasam’s personality and they had won for him an 

enviable pre-eminence in public life”. 
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Dear friend, 

1 thank you for your very friendly letter. I have beer 
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luminaries of Andhra Pradesh 


But as ossa! Churchill, raised bis own objections. His 
attitude towards India Is a well known fact. However, Sir Kurina 
said w To an Indian mind these objections are not unanswerable, 
nor are the d ; fkal:ies pointed out insurmountable. The expe¬ 
rience cf the last twenty-two months must have convinced the 
British $ atesnen and Gemrals that India will not shrink from 
any sacrifice that nay be demanded cf her. Her princes and 
people have admirably responded to the call of Great Britain In 
adding their quota to its resources, while Indian forces coniri- 
kited largely to the much needed expansion of the military 
organisation of the Empire”- Thus Ms whole article is a scienti- 
fie analysis of the need for expansion of Indian Army and how 
urgently it was needed and so on. 

On other occasions too Sir Kurina unhesitatingly was 

making a reasonable plea for this* The importance of this subject 
cannot be overrated even to day for, as a matter of fact, the 
defence of the country and particularly its borders, we need a 
strong and well trained army. 

As for industrialisation of the country Reddi Naidu was 
positive that it was industrialisation alone that was going to 
liquidate poverty in our country. This has been one of his 
favourite subjects. He was not only making speeches but he 
strove hard, when he was the Minister of Development, to see that 
more industries were set up. In the account that was published 
10 have an assessment of the work done by the various ministers 
it was said that t4 Sir Kurma ordered a reorganisation of the 
Industries Department reducing the number of divisions to three 
each under an Assistant Industrial Engineer working directly 
under the Industrial Engineer and he instituted enquiries on Ms 
own initiative concerning various industries, such as the prepara¬ 
tion of Sulphuric add, Rubber, Toy industry, Citric acid. 
Matches, Masulipatam Cotton-priming, Pa!m>ra fibre. Sugar. 
Oil Mill and so on”. 
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Venkata Reddt yi 

not been too well up in the matter of industries. We are all 
agricultural people but agriculture alone will not do for us 
hereafter. The whole world is fast becoming more and more 
industrialised and unitss we improve our industries and make 
our own things in proportion to the existing and growing needs 
of our country, unless we have, in sh;>rt, our factories which will 
produce every thing that is now imported from foreign countries 
we cannot compete in the race of the world's progress’d 

Sir Kurina's one great desire was to see that India became 
an important country ty solving all its internal poblems such as 
caste, and other social problems, poverty ^industrialisation, and 
a host of others and then achieve its independence. 

In his 67th year in 1942 Sir Kurma took ill for a short 
time in Madras where he had gone from Annamalai University for 
a meeting of the syndicate held in Cheitinad House over which 
he presided as the Vice-Chancellor and on the 5th September he 
should have left for Delhi for a meeting of the National Defence 
Council but he could not attend owing to his illness. On the 
9th September he passed away. 

A colourful career of great responsibilities came to an 
abrupt end. Madras and India sympathised with the family by 
its innumerable condolence meetings. The Governor of Madras 
said, “It is with great sorrow that 1 learned this morning of the 
death of Sir Kurma. It would be idle for one to recall all the manv 
services he performed in his long career culminating in the Gover* 
norship of this Presidency; they are too well known. He never 
flagged in his devotion to the State or in his service to the people 
in war and peace and now you may well be proud that he was 
on the eve of taking up further patriotic work on the National 
Defence Council. My wife and I tender our deepest sympathy 
to \ou and your family. Madras has lost one of her best citizens 
and one whom it will be impossible to replace”. 
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in 1901 with distinction* winning medals for Political 
y and Philosophy. With a Government o* India Schoi 
proceeded to v ambridge (England) for further stcdie 
,j]y distinguished himself as a first class student by v 
right’s prize in the very first yerr of his admission in 19 
s the Exhibitioner of St. John College, Cambridge in a 
years and crowned it by taking a first class in History 
1906 

Even as a student at Cammidge be was a reputed s 
d was ranked as a fine orator among his comemporarie 
iiiity as a debater was admired by all intellectuals -of £ 
his time. As a conseauence he was elected, the Yice-Pi 
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s than the laws of the natural world or of ph 
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to si-5 achievements. Every one expected him to rise 10 me i^aoi- 
nei rank. Instead, to the greatest surprise of a!! concerned, he 
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Kody Rammoorthy 

f 1880 - 1 v 38 ) 

* j 

It rarely falls to the lot of men to become legends in their 
own life time and of the few who have had this rare distinction* 
Rammoorthv is one. 


Known as “Kaliyuga Bhima 5 ’ he blazed a trial with his 
glorious feats of strength that seemed too marvellous to be ere- 
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There were to later develop into a large one united 
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Andhra Ratna 

Duggirala Gopala Krishanayya 

f 1889 - 1928 ) 
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Similarly this young revolutionary Drgginm Gcpala 
Krishnayya would have achieved as none had so for an mahir.g 
India one of the most modern countries ' in the world, if on,} 
Nature had spared him. Modern not so much la the political 
sense of the term, though Gopala Krishnayya laboured Lard is 
the political field too* but In the sociological sense. 

He wanted India to be united and strong ia order to 
achieve political freedom. He wanted to strike at the very root 
of our one great problem the caste system, winch has been erzL* g 
into the very vixals of our being; His great endeavour to reform 


Society h 


He u;va ;.u 



Gayatri Mantram to every one m the villaj 
of them into Brahmins. He was going to set 
a group and every one who joins this group wulLv be considered 
a Brahmin. This group would have 10 set up In un turn, an 
educational institution, a hospital and musi 
speantte wings * a library, a 
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Gopak Krishnayya *aa born in an ordinary middle class 
Brahmin family in a village called Penuganchiprclu :n Nand;- 
gama Taluk, Krishna District. His meiier passed 4^<klCj 

three days of h.s birth. Sc h.s grcT.d mclher and Lucie S-va- 

ramavya took charge of tfce infant and brought him up with care 

1^1 



old and i! all seemed that he got settled in life. But all 
sudden, an untold desire seemed to have sprouted wifMn 

prosecute his studies, so he suddenly made op his m;rd to go 
abroad for further studies. From 1911 to 1916 bt was ia tbP 


where lie took Ins Master’s Degree, It was here, as a ziudent, 
became an nruen \ d i ^ > pof b^r* jA.inaiDcis I^umarns'wmxii from 

ihc sigail 
all Fine 





which pest he held just for an year. Late 

National College, Masulipaiam, wtiere again ns 
continuing lor he found no academic freedom 
jest ter aa year and resigned, Somehow his 
love of absolute freedom did not permit him 
colleges* 

As a freeman in I9lh near Clrrak he founded what ■.. i 
as Vidya Peciha Gosht; - an educational centre* where he 

and 





revolutionary ideas and thus give a jolt to the existing educatio¬ 
nal system and have a new one in its place 

But then those were the day* of Gandhij’s Non-Co-opera¬ 
tion against the .British Government. Everyone was. heartily 

himself has been drawn to it and he threw himself body and 
izz‘. ::*’o the activity. He had worked extremely hard to do all 

'hecould to make the Programme a success, 



t 



into well trained and disciplined volunteers. It is they who 
impressed Mahatma Gandhi when the Congretg session was held 
at Bezwuda, This army of volunteers served the member* of the 
Congress so vull particularly when the national leaders like 
Gartdhijs Nehruji, Ali Brothers and others were taken round 
the city Ip. precession- Gopak Krishna)ya’s volurtee** showed 
such tremend:us discipline that every one took note of it and 


Gandhiji in particular was so pleased to see this 
that he was r, tv rally impressed with the Founder 


Jfs&i. IT 1 j T*1 ^ k,& 



When tr.e All India Congress meetings were over at 
yawada, Gandhiji took a tour of And! ra end when he went 
Chirala he was givefi'one of the most enthusiastic aid- 
ttable receptions with a welcome address on palm leaf 
purse of Rs 4030/- from this small village. It was at that t: 


$b 


ftiat the people of Chirala mere completely upset over the jiew 
Municipal taxes, levied 01 them. 


The Government had decided to bring Chirala and Persia, 
the twin villages, to have one Municipality. This meant more 
taxes which the citizens naturally did not win to pay; so there 
was a great agitation against the establishment of Mwklfmitf. 
Gopak Krishnayya, seeing the difficulty of the people* sent m 
appeal to the Government ughig for status quo, bin the Govern¬ 
ment did not care to revise their plan* , 






uminwses of Andhra Pradesh 


•A': <n mi aiked for tivice he them i.-.o 

a'i.-rr,:. '« .-s: *■ the? : *ty jfccu’d re.Uc: to pay taxes or leave the 
villa” 3 . He a>r 3*i,d 'hat they shecld take the counsel ef 
Go pal a Krisfnayya. People knew what was in store for them* 
Th? few people who did not pay the taxes were severely punished 

b sn a a 

y imprisonment. 


f'Ft 


Chios’*! a^d Perak 


decided 


obsev 


r® © 
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d! They ^ut up U nts and hatched Hu!e imts and 
,1 f s\ w ; th grand music and gas lights started la 
to the outskirts of the village to live. It was a 

sight indeed to see, for evert one including th* rich 
be’T own good dwellings and women who bad never 
stirred out of »h;if homes joining this proee?sir>n. One could 

imagine the bard-ship 7 ? of people in this movement. Not only 
bad they left behind their all without fear of their property 
be’ri'i -efcbeJ. but h:d chosen a life of sacrifice to fight the taxes. 

So ihe rad*. 1 iVaefs became parcticaliy empty and it must be 
said *n r*rrtse of the citizens that at the cost of every comfort, 
t ’ 'i rf ’ v marc .e d on an d p , opl e cnu *d not h* ■ f? oat ad mire their spi* it 

of mrrmrm National leaders like Sri Praktsam and Sreenivasa 
]y:r nr p'i J a /.bit to them and gave them some Siancia! help to 

carry on t?i© struggle. Gopak ICnshnayya himself had been 
collecting money to support this exodus. Neither the Government 

nor the Municipality took any notice of this exodus and people 
happily declined to pay the taxes. 


It wes in summer that they migrated and now the 
soons had broken and their temporary tenements were no 
in protecting them* Htut they wfd?e inot broken in toe^r spii.it 


i the me an while there was the Andhra Maha Sabha 
r;*, ;/ L:rl v..r^re wh.ch Gopak Kmhnayya attended and 

rck er end; on the burning question whether to obey the 
Go ver on* ent s ci> rfew erdtrs or not to obey* The country was 
peil mell with the Nos-G0operatio.11 Movement. Many were 







































Lucaacanes of Andhra Pradesh 


He may cot have been industrious 
was to teeome a fanixus ;sd iiamcr,!! Te ug:; pnjt otherwise 
he thought his life v. as net worth d. Us- £ci iss could n wt con¬ 
centrate '* on Tclufs^u alone for feus at home sad fo..Ic % st 


school were not goirg to 1st him do teat; so fee was marking his 
time when he would be independent, so that he could devote 
mure time for ins Teiugia, and >et he was able 10 Sa:sh reading 
all the novels of Ch lakamarthi that were quite po, ular at the 
time. He also had began Veeresaitngam’s ‘ Kavita Caaritra*' 
(History of poets) Venkata Kavi’s" Saracgadhara Kavyara". He 
was not just reading these, but cummittiiiig them almost‘to 
memory. He would then write to the various authors and get 
their other publications and study them with the help of a d»- 
tionary. He learnt Telugu prosody IEI. 10 cli jjfyJOBI JlJOI SLIT CjlJDI l!! S'S own. 
His self study of Xeiiga at tie time was indeed remarkable. fjii 
ambition mads him writs a translation of jbootnby's *‘la Free- 
dosfs Struggle*' an English novel om it never saw thet light of 
the day* for tie manuscript foiled lit way to a sweetmeat shop 
tint gave him a ret urn! - * ' ' . -2. 


He was like Rabindranath Tu ~cre who did not like ato- 

in as jnstitiificm However 

So hi wn admitted into bliaani 
hit F.A, Examination in 1917 and joim 

“ ^ Somehow yoimg 

si* so he ’was not 
»* He was taking more years than 
is. His uncle warned hi» »i# ,tip 
r was not for it; kn aid ii lor the regard aa 

Even while he’ wa 


‘dn one day he approached Manavallu - 
■ poet to help Mm in the books that he should study 
his Telugu* He brought a list and bought the boo 

itarted studying them* - 1 - .' . 

" ”, ' ' ' ’ * V; , , t „ , . ;• _ * i# - 

; He had not given up Sanskrit either for it is interesting 

t s IP* I - fc^if it made him go to Vuiaxn 
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Thil <fead ipeife 

Telmngana. The Kotva 

kooda Patrila” forwbic 

? • *■'=’ .** ■■ 

the editor. Since a lai 


it pees, was paid to him 
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On the other band in Andhra, in Madras presidency, 
newspapers were flourishing as early as in the last quarter of 
the 19th century. KanduVuri ^0 1He!S 3. ^ 10 ifUi § UPC Qt V Ik in d ^ 

iataraffiam* QiilakaroaiTi L&lctiuxiin&rasifnliftn) all bad news¬ 
papers which were working gloriously. Poor Praiapa Reddy 
had to strive very hard indeed to male the paper run. Ai a pio- 
■eer and a nationalist at heart, he had specially mm into diffi¬ 
culties and yet in course of time made a success of the paper. 
It established the fact that the journal made courageous endea¬ 
vours to establish the importance of Telugu Isocuag?, secondly 
the paper was just and impartial to eve^y body’s cause - fought 
for Truth. In its annua! edition in 1936. it said lliat jt did 
not hide Troll, localise it was hard nor did I*, out of animosity, 
spread untruth,' With : fifth' In God sad being aware of existing 
conditions it exerted its self only. ■ . * * ■ - 


The paper was a pioneer In strengthening the Andhra 
Movement, Reddy wrote for complete freedom for women. For 
ten long years "Reddy or led very hard sad ^ t could be Id that 
in a way tie paper took roots, and It wm established. But soon 
bard days lad fallen on the paper for Bafakrishna Reddy who 

■4 „ ^ 

w 3 s the nos^nal eoitor of the p.iper stsrtcd giving trouble by 
threatening that the paper would be stopped since he was not 
paid adequately and all the money Collected by the paper v 22 
his ard so on. This had made the Kotval try hard to seek 
special permission for Praia pa Reddy to be the actual editor 
front i 939. 


.By this time Reddy had written 909 essays and poems 











tie, when Mabarshi Donde Kesava 
majority of tbe audience was M&h 
was a Maharashtrian,; tbe atmosphe; 
to Telugn people; whenever a Teluga 
























foatapa Reddy 
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Reddy continued bis interest ia tic orgftaisa^:c^ 
six or seven years when diffcrcaoB of opinioii with 
made him cease his connections with It, 


He and some of Mi friends started another vesture called 
"Vignsna Vardhani Parishad”. Every one spoke nr read a res¬ 
earch paper regularly at this organisation and it started publi¬ 
shing books too. Reddy*i “Ramayana ViicsliaaiiiB” wm 
pobli&hed by it# He was its secretary the first two yeas and 
later became its president 

He was also one of the founder members of Andhra 




















umkafies of And km Pradesh 


he had explained that true love is blind; ii kn ^%s no cmx or 
creed Of c.a&s* Mis iam out "Hamvua haintmavaxu 1 is 
again a sfcon story pcem of 15 \eises* li i* a i.jjiput stcry 
where a prince whJe on his hunt was chasing a whmn ran 
into a field where a pretty peasant girl was keeping watch. Me 
went tacre and -wnen the girl saw tne lmg s sac neacn dm tc rest 
and she would go and fetch ikt animal, whicu she \tr> acl> u;«L 


4IIH 


11*51 


[tiir 


and a^ks a* to who *ne was, she says 


Her people are proud that they will not hew before the 

rich. Inspite ol pcveny they odd prjicxpus 01 uutgi\iy t la 
the war they wouia not show men b<ux,a». iuo ie.ugu, pwcm limi 
depxts this la really beamilui and Mis with music. airing inis 
he was even more impressed ana ask& her father to see nun so 
that he could propose ibr mi marriage with him. Me imam 
.lief and their son was Hamvira. 




Dhannasanamu 


II si 


pipfeiliifii 






He had written essays. These too he had started writing 
when he was a student. “Oourava Harishihanora”, DasiAtimara 
Charitram” “Anohra Vangmaya Seva” k ”Bidcaia Chaciuvu”,Pen 
portraits ol ‘‘JRaja Bahadur”. “Vedam Veakataiaya SaastxT* 
‘‘Panugallukota Panchesvaramtr’. He wrote some plays too. 
“lichaia Vishada Isatakamu” -was one wtuen he Ccoicaud to 
his ancle Krishna Reddy. There was ais “Bhakta lukartua” a 
social drama. He wrote novels too; “Areveeyrjt a Sriuddnatiia” 















Pratapa Reddy 


Bahadur’' went into two editions. This was translated inb 
English. 

While writing a preface to the book "Raja Bahadur Ven* 

















Rama Rao 



and draw out of it a synthesis of all and showed his own 
style of painting. Art was part and parcel of his seif. 


Rama Rao was the second son of Damarla Ramana Rao 
cfRajahmundry where he was bom in 1897. While studying at 
the Government Arts College at Rajahmundry, his English Prin¬ 
cipal Mr. 0.1. Cooldray noticed his talent and advised him to 
jom the J. J. School of Arts at Bombay. He also helped him 
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selves as 
ing. He 


























Luminaries of Andhra Pradesh 


abroad because of his attractive and meaningful 
d it was fell he was becoming an international 
attire ordained it otherwise, for he was il. fer » 



Ml iii l llil Ml t wiPuwKlitiil 


rt of Andhra, Rama Rao brought a 
even in the short span of life that he 
ids; one the youthfull period, the 
last was Andhra where he started 
sis pictures depict its beauty. He 
ind of perfection when compared to 
e pictures painted during this period 
autiful. 








Few in oat time have shown the kind of courage of con- 
vacations that Potti Sreeramoia has and fewer stiii could haw 
laid down their lives for the cause dearest to them as he has 




one. It was his glorious martyrdom that helped Andbras to 

attain statehood which led eventually to the political unific, 

of all Telega speaking people after centuries of separation. 

epic sacrifice has indeed gives a sew cosiest to the concept 
service to the people an# iaasgttraied a new ea in the hist 


Till his martyrdom, he was not wtll ksous. It ms Mp 

grim determination and selfless desire to achieve £ r:-;.2..v:5 
for the Telugti speaking people, that made him venture in an 


He started this fast, his fourth one, at Mylapore la itilesm, 
Sambamoortby’s home on October 19ih In 1952... Unfortunately 

neither the people nor the Government did gay thing to prevent 
this fast. His intimate friends and some leaders ia the beginning 
strongly prevailed upon him to give op the fast*, but h$ was 
adamant. He was determined to go through this, as he seemed 
to have made a personal pledge unto himself. 

Th : s was not his first fast, fbc prior to this he ha# ffaee 
occasions to undertake long fasts. 


In the year 4946 for the first tine he had guce on a fast to 
:e the orthodox people open the doors of Sri Venti| 
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txminaries of Andhra Pradesh 



endeavours for the Harijans were &!low$d ts enter the temple 
tic* accordingly brol^c his fast* 


The second time, when he went on i fast* it was again in 
the interest and welfare of the Harijaos f that he requested the 
Government cf Madras to introduce two laws. To expedite this 
©alter, be indirectly complied the Go ermrxnt as it were by the 
threat of his fast ' This time he fasted for 23 days and the Gov¬ 
ernment yielded to his request and he broke Ms fast. 


Again for the third time be went on a fast at Wardha in 
1948 as a disciplinary action. He fasted for 29 days. 


Sriratnnln although was born at Madras, his forbears were 
from the village of Patamafapalle in Kellore District. His father 
Garnv&yya, mother Mahalakshmamma with their family lived In 



a 





































Sreeramulu 


Young Sreeramulu heartily responded to the clarion call 
of Gandhyi by rts ; gning his job in 1927 and handing over his 

property and other family responsibilities to his mother and his 
brothers, he left for Sabarm&ti Ashram where Gandh'jt used to 
live and participated most nobly aid fully is all Gacdhiji** 

programmes. 

Sreeramulu by nature was a quiet person, given to unost- 
entatious work. So he shunned publicity and worked silently 
and achieved good results. He went thrice to jail and continued 

to work quietly since his release. 

For the sake of the villagers, SiteraajEla worked ' a great 

deal at Gamliip*i Ashram at Komaravole mi at Rajkota in 
Gujarat. 


He implicitly followed Gandbiji’s teachings and popula¬ 
rised among tie people Gandhiji’s iH 1f3t 111 101'llbll 

Non-violence and also worked incessantly for the cause of Had- 

jans* Since he was away from his home town, many did not 
know for a long lime Ms whereabouts* 

In the last years of his life, somehow he returned to Nel- 
iore when he was requested to take up the secretaryship of 

Gandhi Smaraka Js.dhL He was devoting the rest of his time to 
Harljan welfare work. He was at this time, living the life of a 
recluse wearing coarse khadi, and eating only when ottos offis*- 

red him food, otherwise oe w o ul I d s tarv e® 


it was m this state that he undertook this last and histories 
fast unto death. When he was becoming unconscious be pleaded 
with his companions that they should not agitate or do anything 

though, how the people, the congress and the Government could 
Hot prevail upon him to give up his fast* However when he 
died, there was naturally a big commotion mod peat agltitiofi 

b| the people who often broke their vows, they made with 













156 Luzniaarki oi Asdhrt Pfadctii 

GcsdHji for -bty induced in vu3s£ce vilriolc. The 

Goi earn m ret sararrmy was comps Ltd iodc id *Y a K|.nrnte 

Si&te for tin? Acdhras. 


Sreersiaa 1 !! was cot merely an hcnciti 2nd rci 
m one with a tremendous amount of energy 21 


'TO 

1 




s zaii\ }ears c: nervia 


liscr 




acre: iced by Gacdhiji. In fact it was reported that G-anct.ji 
remarked ence that if we had ten Potti Sreeramuius lie would 
have had Swaraj within one \ear. Telugu speaking people who 
were agitating fer ever so ma*y years for a separate State for 
themselves ultimately got it by the great sacrifice of Potii Sree- 
ramulu whose name is written in golden letters in the history of 
our State. 
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